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Christ-centered. Training. Everywhere.

The Purpose of Shepherds Global Classroom
Anyone familiar with the Church around the world sees the crises that result from a severe lack of training for pastors and leaders. David Livermore has said, “85 percent of the churches of the world are led by people who have no formal education in theology or ministry.”[footnoteRef:1] Another missions leader has said, “Up to 90 percent of the pastors in any given country [of Africa] have never received even one day of training.”[footnoteRef:2] This is the heart-breaking reality for many pastors around the world. Satan easily takes advantage of these unlearned leaders, entrapping them and those they influence in deceptive philosophies and sensational doctrines.  [1:  David A. Livermore, Serving with Eyes Wide Open: Doing Short-term Missions with Cultural Intelligence, (Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2006), p. 41. ]  [2:  As quoted by Timothy Cantrell, “Launching Church-Strengthening Movements in Africa,” Africa Journal of Evangelical Theology, Volume 24.1, 2005, p. 84.
] 

Traditional Bible schools and seminaries cannot meet the training demands of the ever-expanding global Church. 
Shepherds Global Classroom (SGC) serves Christian leaders all over the world by providing curriculum for indigenous theological training. SGC equips missionaries, national leaders, and pastors/teachers with tools to train in a variety of settings.
The SGC team is passionate about this vision because biblical training is a biblical mandate: 2 Timothy 2:2, “…and what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also.”


The Vision of Shepherds Global Classroom
Just as Uber and Airbnb multiplied taxis and hotels by using private vehicles and homes, SGC multiplies classrooms by using the gifts and resources of the world-wide body of Christ. 
Homes, sanctuaries, cafés, and even shade trees become indigenous classrooms where underserved Christian leaders are discipled and sent into the harvest. 
Our motto: Christ-centered. Training. Everywhere. 
The Mission of Shepherds Global Classroom
SGC exists to equip the body of Christ by providing curriculum for rising Christian leaders around the world. 
The center of our mission is Christ-centered, culturally adaptable curriculum that provides a reproducible model of indigenous theological training ministries.
The Shepherds Global Classroom Curriculum
The SGC curriculum is unique because 
· It thoroughly covers evangelical doctrine in 20 courses.
· It is developed by credentialed, experienced, cross-cultural trainers with a passion for God’s Word.
· It is written in clear and simple language.
· It serves the diverse body of Christ everywhere by emphasizing evangelical truth without denominational distinctives.
· It is practical and relevant to life and ministry.
· It is adaptable to almost any context.
· It is available in numerous languages.
· It uses the gifts God has given to local churches.
· It equips Christian leaders, pastors, and missionaries to be trainers who establish local training programs.
· It rapidly prepares students to teach others.
· It is designed for group learning but is also useful for individual study.
· It is free in digital form.
· It requires no other textbooks.
The Shepherds Global Classroom Story
In April 2012, Tim Keep visited a country in Africa to teach a group of pastors in an outdoor setting. The pastors were excited about the truth they were learning, and at the end of his time there, Tim was grieved that he had no material to leave with them for continued study. Tim’s conviction is that the discipling of rising Christian leaders is one of the most important contributions missionaries and missionary agencies can make to the global Church. 
Tim was missions director for his denomination, the Bible Methodist Connection of Churches. He discovered that other Christian leaders and missionaries shared his concern about a worldwide lack of ministry training. After some divinely appointed conversations a plan began to form. His board of directors agreed to fund a team of writers to develop training courses. This investment began the ministry of Shepherds Global Classroom.
Since the planting of the first tiny seeds of this vision in 2012, hundreds of thousands of dollars have been invested in 20 foundational courses. They are being translated into 30 languages. They serve diverse training ministries in many countries, and prepare countless men and women for the harvest. Nearly every week we hear stories of how the Lord is using SGC to equip and train leaders in countries like China, Egypt, India, Liberia, Pakistan, and many others.
Shepherds Global Classroom Testimonies
“The books are doing us good. The mere fact that we (can) read and share them amongst our students online is a great benefit to our institution. With the coming of Covid-19, our learning went online (using) Moodle Cloud software.... Our college will reopen in January… and I will send you more feedback as we continue using your materials.” 
- Joshua Azikiwe, Wesleyan Bible School, Swaziland 
“I am so happy with these courses. I am a pastor in India.” 
– Pastor in Andra Pradesh, India
“I thank God for what you do and the ministry! I do appreciate the materials you’ve made available. Our members love the heavy food of the Word equipping them, and they have grown a lot in the last few years.” 
– Pastor Johan
“I have been teaching these SGC courses for several years to nine pastors, and I am so thankful for this ministry. The Lord is using these courses to take our pastors deeper in the Word of God and it is really making a difference. There is a real deepening effect.” 
– Shirley, Missionary to PNG
“I thank God for SGC, especially this Romans class! When I joined [this class], I hoped to only get theological head knowledge, but now all I have gotten in this group is encouragement and transformation. I mean I do not believe I am the same person I was when I joined. Thanks, Tim and the SGC team!” 
– Allegri, Zambia 
“Taking the [SGC] courses at Ezra Biblical Seminary has blessed my life. When I started my first course, I was not a Christian. I attended church but didn’t really know the Word. I didn’t even read Scripture and was completely lost. I remember that I began attending Ezra because a friend invited me, not because I wanted to. Thank God that He led me there and began dealing with the sin in my life, and opened my eyes so that I might be saved through Christ.” 
– Sarah, Mexico
“Over the years of traveling in Africa I have met many pastors… men with calling and vision to build God's Kingdom, but often lacking any formal training. Satan easily takes advantage of such pastors by entrapping them in false doctrines and a useless prosperity gospel… In a few minutes I'll be boarding a plane to Livingstone, Zambia. My suitcase is full of Shepherds Global Classroom books and brochures. I have a half dozen contacts to follow up, and I'm trusting God to lead me to [others].” 
– Glenn Gault, Director of Hope International Missions, Africa
“I am enjoying the SGC group that is meeting in China via Zoom. We will finish the Old Testament course next week and then begin New Testament after the Chinese New Year. One outgrowth from the SGC group in China - the class leader has arranged an ‘open class’ on Zoom this week for unbelievers. The class is normally limited to pastors and coworkers. But he has invited unbelievers to join this week's class to study the book of Ecclesiastes and what it teaches about the emptiness of life without God. Although that isn’t an SGC course, it is the direct outgrowth of our SGC class. It is exciting to be able to meet unbelievers in China through this technology.” 
- Dr. Randall McElwain, Director of Global Training
“SGC was instrumental in helping us to start Ezra Biblical Seminary in southern Mexico where solid biblical training was critically needed. Since 2019, attendees have included pastors, church leaders, laypersons, and professionals. All of these have expressed their appreciation for the curriculum and how it has contributed to their spiritual development. As we have grown from only a few students to more than forty, we have seen the value of SGC for making disciples of Christ, no matter the level of one’s education.” 
– Brennan Muir, Missionary Trainer
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